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Visit our  
website 

for resource  
links and  
events! 
  

Surf the web! 
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Go on - send in that survey!  
Don't forget to send in your  

fleet's petroleum reduction  
information for 2013. 
  

Do it now! Or phone it in:  

(603)271-6751! 
  

Click here to access the survey. Your  
responses will show just how  

well NH is doing in its efforts   
to reduce petroleum.   
  

See just how far we've come!  

Click here for an impressive graph of  

our collective efforts over the past 20  
years!  
 
  



U.S.Dept. of  
Energy 
Funding  
Opportunities 
  

Join our mailing list! 

 
  

 
  

  

Upcoming Events:  
  

GSCCC Quarterly Stakeholder Meeting, 
March 7, 2014 at Clean Energy Fuels!  
9:00-11:30 a.m. (8:30-9:00 a.m. networking and 
refreshments)Join us at Clean Energy Fuels'  
Concord Office at 49 N. Main Street for a natural gas 

update!  Mark Slover will present on "America's 

Natural Gas Highway,"and Drew Drummond will 
provide an update on NH's newest CNG fueling 

station in Pembroke.  Wally Dubmo, CEF's  
Facility and Modifications Manager will be on hand to 
discuss CNG compliant garage modifications.    
RSVP - dolores.rebolledo@des.nh.gov  
  

MA Clean Cities Stakeholder Meeting, 

February 13, 2014, Boston, MA.   
For more information, contact Steve Russell at (617) 

626-7325. 
  

Green Truck Summit/NTEA Work Truck  

Show, March 4-7, 2014,Indianapolis.  
For more information and to register, click here. 
  

CNG and Propane 1st Responders 

Training, April 12, 2014, Pittsford, 
VT. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Vermont Fire Academy  
Pittsford, Vermont 
For More Information contact Michelle McCutcheon-
Schour.  
  

Alternative Clean Transportation (ACT)  

Expo, May 5-9, 2014, Long Beach, CA. 
For more information and to register, click here.  
  
 



 

Green Your Fleet! Fleet Manager 

Workshop, June 6, 2014, Laconia.  
9 am to 4 pm. Be sure to save this date!  This all  
day event in New Hampshire's beautiful lakes region  

boasts a large vehicle exhibit, vendors, panels and 

informative sessions. Want to sponsor?  
Contact Dolores Rebolledo  for more information. 
  

News of Interest: 
  

The Workplace Charging Challenge  
wants YOU!  The US Department of Energy  
challenges businesses to install charging stations  
for employees' vehicles.  It's simpler than you  
think!  Click here for more information.  
  

Idle no more! This US Department of  
Energy's web page lists all types of idle 

reduction technology for heavy duty vehicles.  
  

Calculate your Savings. Thinking  
about switching your diesel fleet to natural  
gas?  You'll save money!  Corridor Clean  

Fuels has an easy way for you to calculate  
your payback.  Check it out: 
www.cynergyfuels.com/index.php/savings-calculator. 

  

Electric Vehicle Safety  

for Emergency Responders Online Course. 
The National Alternative Fuels Training  

Consortium (NAFTC) is offering a limited  
number of firefighter scholarships to obtain  
FREE online Electric Drive Vehicle First  
Responder Safety Training.  

For more information click here.  



  

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 

  
Low or No Emission Vehicle Deployment  

(LoNo Program) DOT/Federal Transit  

Administration The Federal Transit  
Administration (FTA) announces the availability 
of $24.9 million of FY 2013 funds for the  

deployment of low or no emission transit buses.  
Of that amount, $21.6 million is available for  
buses and $3.3 million is available for  
supporting facilities and related equipment.  

Closing date for applications is March 10, 2014.   
For more information click here. 
  

FY2014 Vehicle Technologies Program  

Wide Funding Opportunity Announcement  

This Funding Opportunity Announcement contains a  

total of 14 areas of interest in the general areas of  
advanced light-weighting; advanced battery  
development; power electronics; advanced heating,  
ventilation, air conditioning systems; and fuels and  

lubricants. The full Funding Opportunity  
Announcement (FOA) is posted on the EERE  
eXCHANGE website at  

https://eere-exchange.energy.gov.  

Closing date for applications is April 1, 2014.  
For more information click here.  
  

QUESTION OF THE MONTH: 
  

What is the current status of the Renewable  

Fuel Standard (RFS) and how do the new  

2014 proposed requirements differ from  

previous years’? The national RFS program was  
developed to increase the volume of renewable  
fuel blended into transportation fuels. As  



required by the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
finalized RFS1 program regulations, which  
became effective on Sept. 1, 2007. The Energy 

Independence and Security Act (EISA) of 2007  
increased and expanded this standard through  
RFS2, mandating that by 2022, 36 billion gallons  
of renewable fuel be blended into transportation  

fuels. Though EISA set final volume requirements,  
EPA must determine renewable fuel percentage  
values annually to meet the requirements. Fuels  

are broken down as follows: 
  

Total renewable fuel: The total amount of  

renewable fuel required to be blended into the  
fuel supply each year, which includes conventional  
and advanced biofuels (defined below). 
Conventional biofuel volume requirements are  

simply the total renewable fuel volume  
requirements minus the advanced biofuel volume 
requirements. While EISA specified volume  

requirements for most categories through 2022,  
the statute allows EPA to reduce these volumes  
under certain conditions (see below for further  
discussion).  Each renewable fuel category is  

described below. 
  

  Conventional biofuel: Any fuel derived  

from approved sources of renewable biomass  
that reduces greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions  
by at least 20% from baseline petroleum GHG  

emissions. Conventional biofuels are generally  
produced from starch-based feedstocks (e.g.,  
corn, sorghum, wheat).  
  

  Advanced biofuel: Any fuel derived from  
approved renewable biomass, excluding corn  

starch-based ethanol. Biomass-based diesel  



and cellulosic biofuel volume requirements  
fall under this overarching advanced biofuel  
category. Note that remaining advanced  
biofuel volume requirements not met by  

cellulosic and biomass-based diesel can be  
met with other advanced biofuels, and  
cellulosic biofuel and biomass-based diesel  
volumes that exceed their volume  

requirements also may be used to meet  
the advanced biofuel quota. Other advanced 
biofuels may include sugarcane-based fuels,  

renewable diesel co-processed with petroleum,  
and other biofuels that may exist in the future.  
Advanced biofuels must reduce GHG emissions  
by at least 50% from baseline petroleum GHG  

emissions.  
    - Cellulosic biofuel: Any fuel derived from  
cellulose, hemicellulose, or lignin. These fuels  
must reduce GHG emissions by at least 60%  

from baseline petroleum GHG emissions. 
    - Biomass-based diesel: A diesel fuel  
substitute made from renewable feedstocks,  

including biodiesel and nonester renewable  
diesel (diesel produced from animal- and  
plant-based fats, oils, and greases). It cannot  
be co-processed with petroleum; however,  

those fuels fall under the general advanced  
biofuels category. Biomass-based diesel must  
reduce GHG emissions by at least 50% from  

baseline petroleum GHG emissions. 
  

For a list of fuel pathways that qualify under  

each renewable fuel category, see Title 40 of  
the Code of Federal Regulations, section  
80.1100-80.1167 (www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011- 
title40-vol16/pdf/CFR-2011-title40-vol16-sec80-

1426.pdf).  
 



  

Obligated Parties: Any party that produces  
gasoline or petroleum diesel for use as  

transportation fuel in the United States,  
including refiners, importers, and blenders  
(other than oxygenate blenders), is considered  
an obligated party under the RFS program.  

Each year, EPA determines the Renewable  
Volume Obligation (RVO) for obligated parties.  
The RVO is calculated as a percentage, by  

dividing the amount of renewable fuel (gallons)  
required by the RFS2 for a given year by the  
amount of transportation fuel expected to  
be used during that year.  
  

Volume Requirements and Percentage  

Standards: While EISA specified most volume  

requirements through 2022, the law did not  
address the biomass-based diesel requirement  
beyond 2012 and left some flexibility on the  

cellulosic biofuel requirement. The statute also  
allows EPA to change requirements under certain 
conditions, including when (1) the projected  
production of cellulosic biofuel in any year is  

less than the volume specified in EISA or (2)  
conditions are met under the general waiver  
authority provided by the Clean Air Act. 
  

In 2013, EPA requires obligated parties to  
meet the following volume requirements  

collectively. Also included are the associated  
RVO percentages. 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Final Volume Requirements for 2013: 
  
 

  
  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

On Nov. 15, 2013, EPA published a proposed rule to 

establish net volume requirements and associated 
percentage standards for 2014. For the first time,  
EPA is requesting comments on a range of volumes  

for each renewable fuel category to determine a final 
requirement (see table below). Also for the first time,  
the proposed total renewable fuel volume  
requirement is lower than statutory levels mandated  

in EISA to resolve compliance concerns related to the 
ethanol consumption "blend wall" (discussed below)  
and renewable fuel production constraints. The table  

below outlines the proposed new volume  
requirements and the associated RVO percentages. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Category  Volume Percentage 
Cellulosic 

biofuel  
14 million 

gallons 
0.008% 

 
Biomass-
based diesel  

 
1.28 billion 
gallons 

1.12% 

 
Advanced 
biofuel  

 
2.75 billion 
gallons 

 
1.60% 

 

Total 
renewable 
fuel  

 

16.55 billion 
gallons 

 

9.63% 



 
 

Proposed Volume Requirements for 2014: 
  
  

  
  

  
  

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 

 

Ethanol Blend Wall: The ethanol “blend wall”  

refers to the difficulty of incorporating an  
increasing amount of ethanol into the  
transportation fuel supply at percentages 
exceeding 10%. Almost all gasoline sold in the  

United States is E10 (10% ethanol, 90%  
gasoline). While blends as high as E15  
(15% ethanol, 85% gasoline) can be used  

in some conventional vehicles, these blends 
are difficult to market on a widespread  
basis because they can be used only  
in flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) and model year  

2001 and newer vehicles due to equipment  
compatibility issues. Additionally, “E85”  
(51%–83% ethanol blended with gasoline)  
and other mid-level ethanol blends can be  

used only in FFVs. EPA has proposed the  
lower advanced biofuel and total renewable  
fuel volume requirements above for  

2014 due to the anticipated inability of the  

Category  Volume Percentage  Range 
Cellulosic 

biofuel  
17 million 

gallons 
0.010% 8–30 

million 
gallons  

Biomass-
based diesel  

1.28 billion 
gallons 

1.16% 1.28 billion 
gallons 

 
Advanced 
biofuel  

 
2.20 billion 
gallons 

 
1.33% 

 
2–2.51 
billion 
gallons  

 
Total 
renewable 
fuel  

15.21 
billion 
gallons 

9.20% 15–15.52 
billion 
gallons  



market to supply the Congressionally mandated  
volume of renewable fuels to consumers in 2014.  
  

In conjunction with the 2014 volume requirements  
and percentage standards, EPA is also considering  
a joint petition from the American Petroleum Institute  
and the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers,  

as well as individual petitions from several refining 
companies, requesting a partial waiver of the 2014 
applicable volumes under RFS2. EPA is collecting  

comments on both issues through Jan. 28, 2014. 
  

The proposed rule and EPA fact sheet can be  

accessed at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013- 
11-29/pdf/2013-28155.pdf and 
www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/documents/420f13048.pdf, 
respectively.  
  

Additional information can be found on the EPA  

RFS2 
(www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/index.htm)  
and Alternative Fuels Data Center RFS Program 
(http://www.afdc.energy.gov/laws/RFS) websites.  
  

Clean Cities Technical Response Service Team 

technicalresponse@icfi.com  

800-254-6735 
  

  

NH Department of Environmental Services  

29 Hazen Drive 
PO Box 95 

Concord , New Hampshire 03302  
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